
                             BUTLER COUNTY BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
              Butler County Government Services Center 

             315 High Street | Hamilton, Ohio  45011 
 

Meeting Agenda 
Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

7:00 p.m. 
 

  

I. Opening 

A. Roll Call Mr. Gary Salmon  

   Mr. Thomas Bevington - Absent 

   Mr. Alan Daniel  

   Mr. Chad Norvell - Absent 

Mr. Bryan Price 

 

II. Approval of Minutes 

A. August 18, 2020  

III. New Business 

A.      BZA20-22V Al and Janessa Fischer 

                           3031 & 3039 Hamilton New London Rd. 

                           Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

 

IV. Adjournment 

 

REGULAR MEETING: Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

   Butler County Government Services Building 

   Conference Room 1 

   315 High Street, 1st Floor 

   Hamilton, OH 45011 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

Mr. Salmon brought the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

 

 Present: Mr. Gary Salmon 

   Mr. Bryan Price 

   Mr. Alan Daniel 

    

STAFF MEMBERS: James Fox, Zoning Administrator   

 Stephanie Foley, Administrative Secretary 
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Approval of Minutes: 

 

August 18, 2020 

 

Mr. Daniel made a motion to approve the August 18, 2020 meeting draft Minutes. Mr. Price 

seconded the motion.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

AYES:  Daniel, Price, Salmon 

             

Mr. Fox started the meeting by informing the public that due to the board being comprised of only 

three members at this meeting, all three must vote in favor in order for a case to pass.  

 

New Business: 
 

BZA20-22V 

Al and Janessa Fischer 

3031 & 3039 Hamilton New London Road 

Hamilton, Ohio 45013 

 

Mr. Keith Funk, 2052 Bohlke Blvd, is the custom homebuilder for the applicant, and therefore he 

presented to the board on behalf of this application. He stated that his clients are approaching a 

time in their lives where mobility does not come easily. He stated the intent of the property is to 

ensure that the applicants always have family close by to help them. He stated that the additional 

homes on the property would be for their children and their families to reside in. He stated that 

they have already worked with the Health Department, who have signed off stating that the 

property can support three single family dwellings. He stated that he did a search online for 

properties in the area that also have less than 200 feet of frontage and he stated that some were 

relatively nearby to the property in question.  

 

Questions and Comments: 

 Mr. Salmon asked if all would be built in the near future. Mr. Funk stated that two of the 

homes could be built simultaneously.  

 Mr. Salmon asked which lot the parents would reside on. Mr. Funk stated that it would be 

the lot closest to the road, and the children would be in the two lots behind that.  

 Mr. Price clarified with the applicant that there are currently already two lots, and therefore 

there could already be two houses constructed. Mr. Funk stated that was correct, but this 

request is to squeeze that third lot in.  

 Mr. Price asked what the hardship would be, if the applicants can already have one of their 

children living nearby on the property. Mr. Funk stated that there is not necessarily a specific 

hardship other than making sure there is always someone on the property to care for the 

applicants, should the child that lives nearby be out of town.  



Butler County Board of Zoning Appeals 

September 15, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

 

 Mr. Salmon asked if there would be a maintenance agreement put in place for the 

maintenance of the private road. Mr. Funk stated that as of now the parties are agreeing to 

share it, and a maintenance agreement can be arranged.  

 Mr. Price asked if Butler County Engineering has approved the driveway location. Mr. Funk 

stated they have not, but that is the next step.  

 Mr. Daniel asked what happens in the event that one of the children gets a divorce and the 

house is sold to someone outside of the family. Mr. Funk stated that once the right of way is 

established and the maintenance agreement is in place, there would be shared ownership of 

the drive.  

 Mr. Salmon clarified Mr. Price’s concern, stating that eventually the properties would be sold 

out of the family and three separate families could own them. This could lead to issues 

amongst those three, even with the maintenance agreement in place. Mr. Funk stated this is 

a possibility, but the driveway could be reconfigured. In addition, he stated that some of the 

properties in the area also had landlocked lots with shared drives.  

 Mr. Daniel stated that several of those landlocked lots were split prior to when the Board of 

Zoning Appeals went into place.  

 Mr. Daniel asked if this would be a panhandle lot. Mr. Fox stated that it would not be a 

panhandle, it would be a private easement split amongst the property owners. He stated 

that the county could still require that the drive be hard surfaced or a certain width with a 

maintenance agreement before the lots could be recorded.  

 Mr. Salmon asked if the drive would go to the end of the lot or to the last house. Mr. Funk 

said it would go to the house.  

 

Testimony in favor: None 

Testimony in opposition: Mr. Fox stated he received a letter from James and Kelly Christman in 

opposition of the variance. Mr. Fox stated he had provided the board with a copy of that letter.  

 

Peter Meyer, 3049 New London Road, testified in opposition to the variance. He stated that he is 

the adjacent property owner. Mr. Meyer stated that the property in question will not yield a 

reasonable return because the area is comprised of lots that have 3 acres or more each. He believes 

that splitting the property in the way proposed would greatly change the dynamic in the area, 

because these lots will each have significantly less acreage. He stated that there are not 

subdivisions along New London Road and he believes the applicants are attempting to construct a 

miniature subdivision. He stated he is not against constructing houses on those two lots, but they 

are opposed to three houses with smaller acreage. He stated that he believes the character of the 

neighborhood would be altered, and that every lot on the road has its own driveway. He stated 

there are no landlocked lots on the road. He stated he believes the way the lot split is proposed 

could pose a problem for emergency services with its position to the elevation changes in the road. 

He stated that he does not believe this split is necessary, and he referenced the applicants own 

testimony to that.  
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Mr. Salmon asked Mr. Meyer how long he has lived on his property. Mr. Meyer stated he has lived 

there approximately 20 years. Mr. Salmon asked him if he knew how long the Christmans have lived 

on their property. Mr. Meyer stated they have lived there approximately 10-15 years.  

 

Mr. Meyer testified that when originally spoken with, all neighbors were told there were only going 

to be two houses placed on the property, and were therefore surprised when the plans came out 

reflecting a different proposal.  

 

Neutral testimony: None 

 

Staff Comments 

The request is to split property without proper frontage. 

1. The property is zoned A-1 Agricultural. 

2. This area is rural in character. 

3. The applicant is seeking a variance, said applicant shall be required to establish to the board, 

proof by a preponderance of the evidence that an unnecessary hardship will prevail unless 

the variance is granted. 

4. The spirit and intent of the zoning resolution is not to allow this type of variance, therefore 

staff will recommend denial. 

 

Mr. Price made the motion to deny BZA20-22V because a hardship was not shown. Motion was 

seconded by Mr. Daniel. Motion to deny was approved 3-0. 

 

AYES:  Price, Daniel, Salmon 

NAYES: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

 

               

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mr. Daniel made a motion to adjourn and it was seconded by Mr. Price.  Meeting adjourned. 

 

AYES: Daniel, Price, Salmon 

 

These minutes represent a summary of the proceedings and do not purport to be the entire record.  

A complete transcription of these proceedings was taken from an audio tape by James M. Fox 

under supervision of the Secretary and may be obtained upon written request.  Any charges 

associated with preparing such transcript shall be borne by the person requesting such same and 

must be prepaid. 

 

Hamilton, Ohio 
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September 15, 2020 

 

_______________________________ 

Tom Bevington, Chair 

 

_______________________________ 

James Fox, Zoning Administrator 


